
                         

 Name : DR.MAHESH KUMAR MAHATMA 
Date of Birth : 23.10.1976 
Position/Designation : Senior Scientist, since 02.07.2012 
Address : Biochemistry Section, Directorate of Groundnut 

Reseach,ICAR, Post Box No. 5, Ivnagar Road, 
Junagadh-362001, Gujarat, India 

Previous Job  Assistant Professor at Department of Plant Molecular 
Biology and Biotechnology, Navsari agricultural 
University, Navsari, Gujarat  
(from:15.01.2007 to 30.06.2012) 

Discipline and Specialization : Biochemistry (Plant Sciences), Biochemical and 
Molecular basis of biotic and abiotic stress tolerance 
in plants 

Awards/honours/additional qualifications 
 Qualified ASRB (ICAR) NET-2001 and 2006. 
 Awarded by ICAR SRF for Ph.D. in Biochemistry (Pl.Sc) during 2003 programme. 
 Awarded by  R.D. Asana Gold medal award-2015 by Indian Society of Plant Physiology. 
 Awarded by Fellow of Indian Society of Biochemist (FISAB) in 2016. 

International training 
 Metabolic engineering of cyanobacteria for ethanol production using  synthetic biology (90 

days) at University of Illinois, USA sponsored by NAIP-I, ICAR, NEW DELHI 
National training 

 Recent advances in molecular identification of agriculturally important microorganisms 
(21 days) at  NBAIM Mau Nath Bhanjan  

 Advanced techniques in plant biochemistry and molecular biology (21 days) at  caft, 
division of biochemistry IARI, New Delhi 

Contribution to the scientific advancement     
 Characterized groundnut germplasm for oil, fatty acids and sugars 
 Elucidated groundnut metabolome during stem rot and leaf spot and Alterneria diseases 
 Determined biochemical constituents and phytohormones of pseudo-stem of banana as a member of 

NAIP sponsored project on “Value chain utilization of banana pseudo-stem” (2008-2012) at NAU, 
Navsari.  

 Acted as PI in GSBTM sponsored project on “Identification,...of RcPCS (Ricinus communis 
Phtochelatin Synthase) gene in Ricinus communis” from March, 2011 to June,2012. 

 Characterized pearl millet and castor genotypes for downy mildew and wilt resistance, respectively. 
 Guided 5 M.Sc. and 1 Ph.D students of Plant Biotechnology (2007-2012). 
 Guided 1 M.Sc. student of Plant Molecular Biology and Bitechnology and 1 Ph.D. student of 

Biochemistry 
Reviewer of International/National Journal 

Reviewer for following International/National Journals (from 2012) 
 European Journal of Plant pathology 
 Industrial Crops and Products 
 Journal of Plant Physiology 
 Food Chemistry 
 Journal of Food Science and Technology 
 Agricultural Science Digest 
 Legume Research 
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